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SUBJECT: VISIT OF AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN MINISTER WILLESEE 

1. AMBASSADOR HAD BRIEF OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS WITH 
WILLESEE AND PRINCIPAL FOREIGN OFFICE ADVISOR COOK WILLESEE'S 
VISIT TO PYONGYANG. WILLESEE WAS PLEASED WITH VISIT 
AND IMPRESSED BY PYONGYANG AS CITY AND BY FONMIN HO TAM. 

HE SAID THAT DISCUSSIONS WITH NORTH KOREANS BROUGHT OUT 
BASIC DIFFERENCES IN THEIR VIEWPOINTS BUT WERE 
USEFUL IN OPENING DIALOGUE. NORTH KOREANS ARE ADAMANT 
ON PRESSING FOR UNIFICATION, BUT STRESSED THEIR PEACEFUL 
INTENTIONS. ONLY DURING LAST CHAT WITH HO TAM IN 
AUTOMOBILE RIDE TO AIRPORT DID HO TAM ACKNOWLEDGE 
THAT PEACEFUL UNIFICATION WOULD TAKE A LONG TIME 
DUE TO GREAT GAP IN NORTH-SOUTH SOCIAL SYSTEMS. 

COOK WAS LESS IMPRESSED BUT POINTED OUT NORTH 
KOREANS APPEARED MORE "PEACEFUL" PUBLICLY THAN 
SOUTH. HE ALSO MENTIONED THAT AFTER BEING ASKED 
BY NORTH KOREANS WHETHER THEY WISHED TO SEE KIM 
IL SUNG, AUSTRALIANS WERE NOT RPT NOT GIVEN AN 
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COURTESY CALL ON NORTH KOREAN VICE PRESIDENT TO 
TEN MINUTES. 

2. WILLESEE VISIT TO SEOUL WAS LESS SUCCESSFUL FROM 

ROKG VIEWPOINT. FONMIN EXPRESSED HIS STRONG IRRITATION TO 
AMBASSADOR AND ZURHELLEN WITH WILLESEE DELIBERATE TURNDOWN 
AT LAST MINUTE "COURTESY CALL" OF EITHER CO-SPONSORSHIP OF UN 
ADMISSION RESOLUTION OR FRIENDLY RESOLUTION ON UNC; 

ALTHOUGH GOA PROMISED VOTE FOR FRIENDLY RESOLUTION. FONMIN 
ALSO MENTIONED THAT WILLESEE HAD BROUGHT MESSAGE FROM HO TAM 
STATING THAT NORTH KOREANS DESIRE TO CONTINUE DIALOGUE WITH 
SOUTH WITHOUT PRE-CONDITIONS. WILLESEE EMPHASIZED TO ROKG 
DESIRABILITY OF PURSUING DIALOGUE INDICATING 
NORTH SOUNDED MORE PEACEFUL. FONMIN QUESTIONED 
AUSTRALIAN ROLE AS INTERMEDIARY, POINTING OUT 
IF NORTH WISHED TO RESUME DIALOGUE ,IT COULD EASILY 
COMMUNICATE THIS VIEW VIA HOT LINE. 

3. MOFA INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS BUREAU DIRECTOR 
HAN U-SOK TOLD POL COUNS JUNE 23 THAT HE AND OTHER MOFA 
OFFICIALS ALSO WERE DISMAYED BY WHAT HAN DESCRIBED 

AS WILLESEE'S "BRAINWASHING" AT THE HANDS OF THE NORTH 
KOREANS. HAN SAID THAT WILLESEE SEEMED TO HAVE SWALLOWED 
THE NORTH KOREAN LINE THAT THE SOUTH WAS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE BREAKING OFF OF THE DIALOGUE. HE NOTED IN THIS 
REGARD THAT WILLESEE HAD URGED THE ROKG TO RESUME THE 
TALKS WITH PYONGYANG. HAN ALSO FELT THAT HO TAM'S 
MESSAGE ON RESUMING TALKS WITHOUT PRE-CONDITIONS WAS MEANT 
TO SWAY THE AUSTRALIANS AND WAS NOT INTENDED TO BE CONVEYED 
TO SEOUL. 

4. WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING ANY IMPRESSIONS ON PYONGYANG 
AND SEOUL VISITS WHICH EMBASSY CANBERRA ABLE TO GLEAN FROM 
AUSTRALIANS. 
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